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at Home

May 7, 2024
The Honorable Jason Smith The Honorable Richard Neal
Chairman Ranking Member
House Committee on Ways and Means House Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Smith and Ranking Member Neal,

The Advanced Care at Home Coalition (the ACH Coalition), a group of like-minded stakeholders
focused on creating a pathway to permanent coverage for advanced care at home services, writes in
strong support of the inclusion of a five-year extension of the hospital at home waiver program in
legislation the Ways and Means Committee is marking up on Wednesday, May 8.

This critically important legislation would extend the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS) Acute Hospital Care at Home (AHCaH) waiver flexibilities through 2029. The ACH Coalition
applauds the five-year waiver extension contained in this legislation, which demonstrates an ongoing
commitment to increasing access to care in the home through hospital at home programs.

Today, according to CMS, 327 hospitals across 134 systems in 37 states are approved for the
AHCaH waiver program. This program provides an important pathway to safe, high-quality care for
Medicare patients in the comfort of their homes. Without Congressional action, this vital program will
expire at the end of 2024.

Notably, the five-year waiver extension included in H.R. 8261, the “Preserving Telehealth,
Hospital, and Ambulance Access Act”, will provide the stability and predictability necessary for providers
and plans to scale nascent programs to sustainable levels, while also allowing for increased provider and
patient participation, enhanced data collection, continued spreading of best practices, and improved
access to underserved populations.

The ACH Coalition remains committed to the development of a permanent pathway for
advanced care at home programs that is accessible, safe, high-quality, equitable, and innovative, but we
understand that policymakers seek more data and experience to fully analyze the value and outcomes of
the program. The five-year extension of the waiver program being considered by the Committee will
allow for robust data collection and an opportunity for more patients to have access to this model of
care. Thank you again for your leadership and we look forward to being a resource to you and your staff
throughout the legislative process.

Sincerely,

Advanced Care at Home Coalition
(www.achcoalition.org)

cc:
The Honorable Brad Wenstrup, U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Earl Blumenauer, U.S. House of Representatives


http://www.achcoalition.org/

