
 

 

Advanced Care at Home Weekly Round-up 
 

 
 
CMS’s Acute Hospital Care at Home Update 
There are currently 79 systems and 179 hospitals in 33 states approved for the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services’ (CMS) Acute Hospital Care at Home Program, as of October 22, 2021. See full list of 
approved facilities here.  
 
Policy and Meeting Highlights 

• On October 19-20, Xtelligent Healthcare Media and mHealthIntelligence hosted the 2021 
Connected Health Virtual Summit. Dr. Paulson, Mayo Clinic, and Dr. Parodi, Permanente 
Federation, were keynote speakers and spoke on the respective organizations’ hospital at home 
strategies. The event highlighted the movement of health systems across the country to provide 
services out of the hospital and into the home, creating new strategies that improve health 
outcomes and reduce wasteful expenses. The program focused on how the growing hospital at 
home platforms often mix telehealth and remote patient monitoring with in-person care, offering 
services that match and even go beyond what a patient would get in the hospital. Drs. Parodi and 
Paulson spoke about patients’ clear preference for home care in many cases, the positive 
outcomes of these programs, e.g. lower readmission rates, and additional monitoring capabilities 
that transcend brick and mortar hospital care capabilities, such as response time tracking. 

• There are no new regulations or bill proposals regarding Hospital at Home this week (10/18/21 – 
10/22/21). 

In the Media 
• A recent Medscape article highlights the Advanced Care at Home coalition's fight to keep 

Medicare support for hospital at home. Jared Conley, MD, PhD, MPH, associate director of the 
Healthcare Transformation Lab at Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, told Medscape 
Medical News that this movement has broad implications for physicians, including those who now 
care for patients in brick-and-mortar hospitals, as well as community physicians who are involved 
in the patients' post-acute care. He predicted in 5 years, if Medicare keeps covering HaH and other 
payers come onboard, home hospital care could become mainstream. Michael Maniaci, MD, 
physician leader for advanced care at home at the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida highlighted 
certain aspects of Mayo's Hospital at Home model. He highlighted their focus on transitions of 
care and how pivotal they are. Mayo's care team educates the patient about their condition and 
makes sure they get their medications and set up an appointment with their primary care doctor. 
The care team also reaches out to the community physician, informs him or her about the 
hospitalization and asks what that physician needs. Maniaci sees this as a big improvement over 

Member Resources and Action Items 

• Sign on letter: Email john@mcdermottplus.com by noon on Tuesday, October 26, to 
add your organization name to our sign on letter to Congress urging a legislative 
extension of the waiver program.  

https://qualitynet.cms.gov/acute-hospital-care-at-home/resources#tab1
https://reg.xtelligentmedia.com/ConnectedHealth2021
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/961263#vp_1
mailto:john@mcdermottplus.com
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current hospital handoffs that end when the patient leaves the building. Overall, the advanced 
care at home model proves significant success and efficiency. 

• According to CBS Minnesota, a COVID-19 near-death survivor, Jeff Koesling, thanks his Hospital-
At-Home Program for recovery. The Health Partners Hospital at Home program was monumental 
in caring for Koesling. Koesling stated the doctors in the hospital had mentioned there wasn't any 
more that could be done for his condition. He stated the isolation of the hospital was just as tough 
as the physical fight to survive. But things turned around, and after 15 days Koesling went home. 
The Health Partners Hospital at Home program got Koesling home a week early and kept an eye 
on his oxygen, vitals and conferenced virtually with his doctor, who says freeing up extra hospital 
beds is crucial. Koesling stated there was nothing better than to be at home with family and just 
peace of mind. Since the Health Partners Hospital at Home program started, more than 260 
patients have participated, including 99 recovering from COVID-19. 

• Boston 25 News highlights yet another successful arrangement of bringing the hospital home to 
the patient. Bud Waite, a World War II veteran and patient with swelling in his legs and a 
complication of long-standing heart disease reported to the Emergency Department at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital. The hospital determined he needed hospital care but decided to bring the 
hospital to him. Dr. David Levine, the medical director of strategy and innovation for Brigham and 
Women’s Home Hospital, stated that there is about a 38% cost reduction when you deliver this 
care at home compared to the hospital. At Brigham and Women's program, each patient is visited 
by a doctor once a day and a nurse twice a day. Patients are also remotely monitored 24-hours a 
day. The article states that during the height of the pandemic, and before vaccines were available, 
it was obvious why hospitals could be dangerous places for patients. But even in the best of times, 
hospitals can be hazardous to human health. Providing hospital care in the home can be important 
for this reason. 

https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2021/10/15/covid-19-near-death-survivor-thanks-hospital-at-home-program-for-recovery/
https://www.boston25news.com/news/health/pandemic-boosts-hospital-home-care-model/KO7RI73MABHJPKI5DEW26Z2FUQ/

