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CMS’s Acute Hospital Care at Home Update 
There are currently 82 systems and 186 hospitals in 33 states approved for the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services’ (CMS) Acute Hospital Care at Home Program, as of October 29, 2021. See full list of 
approved facilities here.  
 
Policy and Meeting Highlights 

• On October 28, the Hospital at Home Users Group held their annual meeting with several 
sessions discussing the advanced care at home program. Sessions covered included Hospital at 
Home and the Needs of the Medicare Beneficiaries as well as COVID + Hospital at Home. 
Detailed summaries of the sessions can be found in the M+ memo. 

In the Media 
• Mark Larson, principal of Sg2, a consulting and analytics subsidiary of Vizient, speaks to how 

hospital at home has been gaining traction. He stated hospital at home became a concept that 
found itself in the right place at the right time. Larson noted that hospitals still operating mostly 
on fee-for-service will not do as well as those that enter value-based contracts. Research has 
shown, Larson said, that for an acute-care episode, hospital at home doesn't save a lot of money. 
It's when the contracts are extended to the 30-day episode in Medicare Advantage agreements 
that ROI is realized. Even more money is saved on avoiding readmissions. Larson noted one 
advantage of the program is providing an alternative avenue for hospitals to participate in value-
based arrangements, especially with Medicare Advantage payers. He also noted that patients 
want it. A Sg2 survey shows that if given the choice between having inpatient-level care at home 
or in the hospital, 61% would choose to be at home. 

• An HME News article details the need for HME providers for hospital-at-home programs. The 
article stated that the COVID-19 pandemic hasn’t just changed how people feel about going to 
the hospital, given the well-documented bed and staffing shortages, but it has also changed the 
way they view remote care. The article points out that even if an HME provider doesn’t currently 
have a contract or agreement with their local hospital or health system offering hospital-at-home 
programs, they shouldn’t let that deter them, because those hospitals and health systems need 
scale. Hospital-at-home has already gained massive amounts of traction, so the good news is that 
providers won't need to spend time selling the program to hospitals. 

Member Resources and Action Items 
• Sign on letter: 45 ACH Coalition Members and partners submitted sign on letter to House 

Speaker Pelosi, Leader McCarthy, Leader Schumer, and Leader McConnell expressing strong 
support for the Acute Hospital Care at Home (AHCAH) waiver program, implemented by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), to allow Medicare beneficiaries the option 
to receive acute-level health care services in their home environment past the COVID-19 public 
health emergency (PHE). 

https://qualitynet.cms.gov/acute-hospital-care-at-home/resources#tab1
https://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/news/rise-hospital-home-care
https://www.hmenews.com/article/hospital-at-home-hme-providers-wanted
https://achcoalition.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ACH_AcuteHospitalCareatHomeExtension.pdf
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• The Maryland Health Care Commission recently unanimously voted to adopt the implementation 
of the Hospital at Home program within the Maryland All Payer Model. The Maryland Health Care 
Commission (MHCC), which helps promote strategies to increase health care affordability in the 
state, convened last week to discuss the program’s implementation. The Health Services Cost 
Review Commission (HSCRC) found no significant regulatory barriers under the All Payer Model 
to the program's implementation. MHCC members will now engage in a broader discussion about 
how the program could be implemented into hospitals, including how patients will be chosen to 
participate and which agencies will track hospital cost reductions. 

https://stateofreform.com/news/maryland/2021/10/maryland-to-expand-home-based-hospital-care-services/

