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Advanced Care at Home Weekly Round-up 

CMS’s Acute Hospital Care at Home (AHCAH) Update 

There are currently 66 systems and 145 hospitals in 32 states approved for Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid’s (CMS) Acute Hospital Care at Home Program, as of July 30, 2021. See full list of approved 
facilities here.  

Policy and Meeting Highlights 

• There are no new regulations or bill proposals regarding Hospital at Home this week (7/26/21 – 
7/30/21). 

In the Media 

• According to JD Supra, there is an accelerating movement towards hospital care in the home 
setting. Over 100 hospitals across the country have now established new “hospital at home 
programs” in response to the creation of the “Acute Hospital Care at Home” program by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (“CMS”). This was initially a measure to allow 
healthcare systems and hospitals to provide services in locations beyond their existing walls to 
address the urgent need to expand hospital capacity and dedicate locations to provide COVID-19 
treatment. However, the benefits seen from this measure are leading many to support the idea 
of managing acute ailments exclusively at home in the future. The healthcare industry is 
examining whether this expanded level of care in the home setting is an essential new component 
of hospital care. 

• In April, University Hospitals created Hospital@Home (H@H), an at-home healthcare service that 
brings hospital services, such as social workers, physicians, nutritionists, nurses, and pharmacists, 
into the patient's home. They have now expanded this program in collaboration with Edgility 
Cognitive Healthcare. Edgility specializes in orchestrating complex healthcare workflows and 
provides the technology to orchestrate University Hospital's H@H operations. Edgility believes 
that this collaboration will tackle complex discharge management, care transitions, tele-level of 
care management, heart failure, and enhanced recovery after surgery (ERAS). This program also 
has the potential to lower inpatient costs by 30%. 

• Amwell, a national telehealth leader, announced that it has signed definitive agreements to 
acquire SilverCloud Health, a leading digital mental health platform, and Conversa Health, a leader 
in automated virtual healthcare. Each company brings unique capabilities that will allow Amwell 
to advance the reach and impact of care teams on patients’ lives through the use of interactive 
tools that strengthen the cohesion between physical and virtual care. Both SilverCloud Health and 
Conversa Health have shown they can enable a more efficient blend of in-person, virtual and 
digital care, and in turn have helped to lower operational and healthcare costs, as well as 
advanced care outcomes. 

• According to HME News, there is value for hospital-in-home in a post-pandemic environment. As 
the American population continues to age, with 56 million Americans at 65 years or older in 2020, 
the need for better chronic condition care is becoming paramount. 40% of those surveyed by 
Accenture about their experiences using telehealth during the pandemic stated it was more 
convenient than in-person health. According to the 2,700 respondents, 60% of patients want to 
use technology more for communicating with health care providers and managing their 
conditions. Home health care looks to be the future of health care. 

https://qualitynet.cms.gov/acute-hospital-care-at-home/resources#tab1
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/the-accelerating-movement-towards-6846101/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210728005784/en/University-Hospitals-Cleveland-and-Edgility-to-Expand-Collaboration-on-the-HospitalHome-Platform
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210728005551/en/Amwell-Enhances-Virtual-Care-Platform-with-Two-Acquisitions-SilverCloud-Health-and-Conversa-Health
https://www.hmenews.com/article/there-s-value-in-hospital-in-home

