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CMS’s Acute Hospital Care at Home Update 
There are currently 114 systems and 260 hospitals in 37 states approved for the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) Acute Hospital Care at Home Program, as of February 6, 2022. See full list 
of approved facilities here.  
 
Legislative Update 
The 2023 Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA) extends the current Acute Hospital Care at Home 
waiver initiative until December 31, 2024. The extension in law provides greater stability and 
predictability for hospitals and health systems looking to invest in this care delivery model. 
 
Events 

• Next week, on February 15, the Hospital@Home Leadership Summit, featuring Lisa Tripp 
(Medically Home), Bruce Leff (Johns Hopkins university School of Medicine), Ila Mapp (UNC 
Health), and Rachel Stauffer (McDermott+Consulting), will discuss novel uses for care at home, 
such as for oncology or post-transplant patients, and how this model of care improves health 
equity by improving patient access to a full suite of high-quality care. 

 
In the Media 

• Health Affairs called the Hospital at Home waiver extension in the CAA a provision that could 
represent the future of hospital care in the United States. While highlighting the improved quality 
and health outcomes and lower costs, the article highlights the need to better understand equity, 
where the model could be reimbursed using alternative payment, and novel legal and regulatory 
risks to payers and providers. To this end, Congress directs the secretary of Health and Human 
Services to publish a study by September 30, 2024, that assesses what eligibility criteria are most 
appropriate for AHCaH, how the quality and cost of care compare to traditional inpatient care, 
and what, if any, variation there might be in program performance based on patient 
demographics. Health Affairs also offered recommended steps that regulators should take over 
the next two years.  

• Home Health Care News reported that Contessa Health, a subsidiary of Amedisys Inc. (Nasdaq: 
AMED), has teamed up with Virginia Mason Franciscan Health (VMFH) to launch VMFH Home 
Recovery Care at the Tacoma, Washington-based St. Joseph Medical Center. Contessa specializes 
in shifting higher-acuity care into the home, and the company’s model has been shown to lower 
readmission rates by 44% and decrease the mean length of a hospital stay by 35%. VMFH Home 
Recovery Care is being positioned as an alternative to the traditional inpatient hospital stay for 
eligible St. Joseph Medical Center patients. Currently, it is only available for Medicare fee-for-

Member Resources and Action Items 

• New date for Coalition Call TBA 

https://qualitynet.cms.gov/acute-hospital-care-at-home/resources#tab1
file:///C:/Users/Prathakrishnan/AppData/Roaming/iManage/Work/Recent/Hospital%20at%20Home%20Coalition%20-%20HaH%20Advocacy%20-%20114385.0611/We’ll%20also%20take%20a%20look%20at%20novel%20uses%20for%20care%20at%20home,%20such%20as%20for%20oncology%20or%20post-transplant%20patients,%20and%20how%20this%20model%20of%20care%20improves%20health%20equity%20by%20improving%20patient%20access%20to%20a%20full%20suite%20of%20high-quality%20care.
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/omnibus-spending-bill-and-hospital-home-roadmap-ensure-enduring-change
https://homehealthcarenews.com/2023/02/contessa-rolls-out-hospital-at-home-jv-with-virginia-mason-franciscan-health/
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service patients, but VMFH is working to expand the program to include patients under other 
health plans. The program also will look to widen its reach and serve other locations in the future. 

• State of Reform highlighted the implementation success of hospital at home programs in Florida. 
Florida passed SB 1222 last summer, a bill that allows acute and post-acute hospital care in the 
home setting. Hospital-at-home programs in Florida are available at the Cleveland Clinic, Health 
First, Keralty Hospital, Mayo Clinic, Orlando Health, and Tampa General Hospital. Incorporating 
this model throughout the state of Florida allows brick-and-mortar hospital beds to be used for 
acute or unstable patients and places less strain on the dwindling medical field workforce. Patient 
and physician satisfaction has been high, but action at the federal level is still required to make 
the program permanent. 

https://stateofreform.com/uncategorized/2023/02/stakeholders-praise-implementation-success-of-florida-hospital-at-home-program/

